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alcohols have been prepared. Both types of esters
have a low order of topical anesthetic activity but
the furoates are frequently somewhat superior.
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sym-Tritolylbenzene

By Joux R. SaAMPEY
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and the lower temperatures much unchanged ke-
tone was recovered, while at the higher concentra-
tions the yield of triarylbenzene was reduced by
the formation of a dark resinous mass. After
more than fifty experiments the following condi-
tions were found to give optimum yields in a rea-
sonable time.

Exactly 10.0-g. samples of methyl p-tolyl ke-
tone were placed in large Pyrex test-tubes (29 X
200 mm.) attached to reflux condensers and pro-
tected by calcium chloride tubes. Concentrated
sulfuric acid, 0.2 cc. to 0.3 cc., and potassium py-
rosulfate, 2.0 g., or potassium acid sulfate, an-
hydrous, 2.0 g., were added. The test-tubes
were suspended in an oil-bath heated to 190° for
six hours. The tubes were then removed, chilled,
and 25 cc. of water added; the mixture was
warmed and stirred with a heavy glass rod until
the potassium salt dissolved. The tritolylben-
zene was separated and crystallized from hot ace-
tic acid; yield 67-70% sym-tritolylbenzene, m. p.
170-171°.

Recognition is made of the assistance of Dr. E.
Emmet Reid on this investigation.

Summary

sym-Tritolylbenzene has been prepared in 67—
709% yields by the condensation of methyl p-tolyl
ketone with sulfuric acid and potassium pyrosul-
fate or potassium acid sulfate, anhydrous.
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